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First-principles calculations based on density functional theory have been performed for the quaternary GaAs1-x-yNxBiy
alloy lattice-matched to GaAs. Using the state-of-the-art computational method with the Heyd-Scuseria-Ernzerhof (HSE)
hybrid functional, electronic, and optical properties were obtained, including band structures, density of states (DOSs),
dielectric function, absorption coefficient, refractive index, energy loss function, and reflectivity. It is found that
the lattice constant of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy alloy with y/x =1.718 can match to GaAs. With the incorporation of N and Bi
into GaAs, the band gap of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy becomes small and remains direct. The calculated optical properties
indicate that GaAs1-x-yNxBiy has higher optical efficiency as it has less energy loss than GaAs. In addition, it is also
found that the electronic and optical properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy alloy can be further controlled by tuning the N
and Bi compositions in this alloy. These results suggest promising applications of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy quaternary alloys
in optoelectronic devices.
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In recent years, the synthesis of semiconductor alloys
with specific structures, particularly electronic, and
optical properties is widely demanded in the application of
photoelectric devices, and a great deal of effort has been
devoted to explore some nonconventional alloys, espe-
cially for III-V compound semiconductors. For example,
InGaAsP, BInGaAs, and BGaAsSb have been investigated
adequately from the aspects of structure, electronic, and
optical properties for their potential applications in lasers,
detectors, solar cells, etc. [1-5]. A GaAs alloy containing a
few percents of N has significant effects on both lowering
the lattice constant and narrowing the band gap. However,
due to the large atomic size mismatch between As and N,
it is difficult to grow high-quality GaAs1-xNx alloy on
GaAs substrates. In order to overcome the problem,
the coalloying approach is proposed. By substituting
large-atom X, the new alloy XGaAsN can be made
lattice-matched to GaAs. Most of the previous research
works put emphasis on InyGa1-yAs1-xNx grown on a* Correspondence: dechun@sdu.edu.cn
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in any medium, provided the original work is pGaAs substrate. However, the alloy quality deteriorates
very fast when the N concentration increases, suggesting
as very low photoluminescence efficiency and very short
diffusion length. These impede the use of InxGa1-xAs1-yNy
in device applications [6,7]. Considering that coalloying Bi
with N in GaAs can significantly lower the N concentra-
tion, which is required to reduce the band gap of alloy
XGaAsN, and the strain compensation between the
small-sized N and the large-sized Bi atoms also can
reduce formation energies of the alloy [6], GaAs1-x-yNxBiy
is proposed as a new potential III-V compound semi-
conductors in optoelectronic devices such as 1.06-μm
solid-state lasers, high-efficiency multijunction solar
cells, and so on. Therefore, it is essential to have more
comprehensive investigations on the fundamental physical
properties of GaAsNBi, such as structural, electronic,
and optical properties (dielectric function, absorption
coefficient, refractive index, energy loss function, and
reflectivity).
It is well known that density functional theory (DFT)
using the local density approximation (LDA) or the
generalized gradient approximation (GGA) often severely
underestimates the band gap, so it is much better to applypen Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
g/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction
roperly credited.
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mation in the first-principles calculations [8-10]. In this
paper, by first-principles calculations based on DFT as
implemented in the Vienna ab initio simulation package
(VASP) code with a modified Heyd-Scuseria-Ernzerhof
(HSE) hybrid exchange-correlation functional, band struc-
tures and density of states were calculated. Besides, we
also have calculated the optical parameters (absorption,
refractive index, energy loss function, and reflectivity) of
GaAs and GaAs1-x-yNxBiy quaternary alloys. In addition,
the influence of doping concentration on electronic and
optical properties of the compound semiconductor has
also been obtained.
Methods
All calculations were performed by using VASP with
projector-augmented wave (PAW) for the interaction
between electrons and ions and Perdew-Burke-Ernzerhof
(PBE)-based HSE functional for the exchange-correlation
functionals. The cutoff energy for the plane-wave
expansion was set to 400 eV. The first Brillouin zone
was sampled by a Г-centered 2 × 2 × 2 mesh for the
supercells. A small Gaussian broadening σ =0.05 eV was
applied so that the peaks of the defect cannot merge
with the band continuum for the calculations of density
of states (DOS). In the calculations of band structure
and optical properties, k-point meshes were replaced by
high symmetry point which was set manually according
to the Brillouin zone path. All the results were obtained
on the basis of the convergences. The supercell of
GaAs with 64 atoms was adopted in all calculations, in
which partial As atoms were replaced by the doped
atoms of N or Bi. It has been validated that the dopant
positions have insignificant influence on the lattice
parameters by our calculated results. A crystal struc-
ture of cubic face-centered type with the space group
symmetry F-43 M was adopted. And the whole system
was electronic neutrality. In addition, all structures
were fully optimized until the force on each atom is
smaller than 0.01 eV/Å.
Results and discussion
Structures and electronic properties
By the well-known Vegard's law, lattice parameter of
GaAs1-x-yNxBiy alloy can be expressed as
a x; yð Þ ¼ 1−x−yð ÞaGaAs þ xaGaN þ yaGaBi ð1Þ
Our calculated lattice parameters of GaAs, GaN, and
GaBi are 5.653, 4.586, and 6.478, respectively, which are
in good agreement with experimental values of 5.653,
4.50, and 6.234 [6]. According to our calculated results,
the requirement for GaAs1-x-yNxBiy lattice-matched to
GaAs shows that ratio between the Bi and N compositiony/x is 1.718, in good agreement with the published litera-
ture [6]. As the method of virtual crystal approximation
has some queries, the supercell approach with 64 atoms
was adopted, in which partial As atoms were replaced
by the doped atoms N or Bi atoms. However, it is too
hard to reach the accurate ratio 1.718. From our calcu-
lated results, the lattice parameter of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy is
about 11.297 when x =1/32 and y =1/16, very close to
the lattice parameter of GaAs supercell 11.306. There-
fore, we assume that the quaternary alloy GaAs1-x-yNxBiy
(x =1/32 and y =1/16) can be made lattice-matched to
GaAs approximately, and we will discuss its properties
in details.
The band structures and DOS of perfect GaAs and
quaternary alloy GaAs1-x-yNxBiy (x =1/32 and y =1/16) are
presented in Figure 1. Obviously, the conduction band
minimum and valence band maximum in Figure 1c are
both located at Г point, which means that GaAs1-x-yNxBiy
alloys have the direct band gap at this composition.
Figure 1a shows the band structure of perfect GaAs,
our calculated band gap of GaAs is 1.51 eV, in good
agreement with its experimental value. Compared with
GaAs, the band gap of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy in Figure 1c
reduced significantly. It can be obtained that the band gap
of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy is 0.725 eV, which is corresponding to
the wavelength of 1.7 μm. Therefore, the lattice-matched
GaAs1-x-yNxBiy alloy can be applied to wavelength shorter
than 1.7 μm in optoelectronic devices. As can be seen
from the projected DOS of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy in Figure 1e,f,
N doping mainly contributes to the conduction band,
leading to the conduction band minimum moves towards
the Fermi energy (the red line, corresponding to the red
peak), and Bi doping mainly contributes to the valence
band, resulting in a reduced band gap due to the intraband
level repulsions (the violet lines, corresponding to the
violet peaks), consistent with the previous research [10].
And the interaction between them contributes to the
band gap reduction of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy.
Optical properties
Optical properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy (x =1/32 and y =1/16)
alloy lattice-matched to GaAs have also been studied.
The characteristics of optical properties can be described
in terms of the dielectric function ε(ω) = ε1(ω) + iε2(ω).
ε(ω) is an important parameter for semiconductors, which
can be used to describe the interaction between electrons
and photons. The imaginary part can be obtained from
the momentum matrix elements between the unoccupied
and occupied wave functions within the selection rules,
and the real part can be calculated from the imaginary
part by Kramers-Kronig correlations. The optical con-
stants, such as absorption coefficient α(ω), refractive
index n(ω), energy loss function L(ω), and reflectivity
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Figure 1 Band structure and total DOS. (a, b)The band structure and total DOS of perfect GaAs. (c, d) The band structure and total DOS of
GaAs1-x-yNxBiy (x =1/32, y =1/16). (e) The L-DOS of N. (f) L-DOS of Bi.
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with the components of dielectric tensor:
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In Figure 2, the real and imaginary components of
dielectric function are given as a function of the photon
energy for GaAs (black curves) and quaternary alloy
GaAsN1/32Bi1/16 (red curves). For GaAs, the calculated
static dielectric constant ε1(0) is 12.68, very close to
experimental value of 12.9 [11]. And for GaAsN1/32Bi1/16,
the calculated static dielectric constant is 29.81, much
larger than GaAs, due to adding N and Bi atoms to the
GaAs structure.
As can be seen from Figure 2, the real part of the
dielectric function of GaAs is not a flat curve. It
increases with the increase of photon energy in some
regions, which means normal dispersion properties.
Whereas in the other regions, it decreases as the pho-
ton energy increases and this is an abnormal dispersion
characteristic. The same is true for the real part of
GaAsN1/32Bi1/16. Considering the actual application
situation, the properties of low photon energies 0 to
2 eV will be discussed in detail.In the low photon energies 0 to 2 eV, for GaAs, the
real part of dielectric function shows an increase with
the increase of photon energy in 0 to 1.38 eV and 1.65
to 2 eV, acting as normal dispersion. While it decreases,
the photon energy increases from 1.38 to 1.65 eV, acting
as abnormal dispersion. Besides, the imaginary part of
dielectric function has one major peak at 1.526 eV in the
low photon energies 0 to 2 eV. For GaAsN1/32Bi1/16, the
real component shows an increase with the increase of
photon energy in 0 to 0.52, 0.89 to 1.4, and 1.79 to 2 eV,
whereas it decreases as the photon energy increases in
0.52 to 0.89 and 1.4 to 1.79 eV. In addition, the imagin-
ary part of dielectric function has two major peaks in
the low photon energies 0 to 2 eV, consistent to the
decreases of the real part. Furthermore, the red curves
obviously shift towards the lower photon energy in
Figure 2, meaning that both the real and imaginary parts
of GaAs29/32 N1/32Bi1/16 have redshifted.
It can be observed that for GaAsN1/32Bi1/16, when the
photon energy is close to 1 eV, the real and image part
are both near the turning point in the rise and fall,
which means that the wavelength corresponding to the
energy about 1 eV is far away from the resonance
absorption area, avoiding great resonance absorption
at this wavelength.
According to the above formulas (2) to (5), the absorp-
tion coefficient α(ω), refractive index n(ω), energy loss
function L(ω), and reflectivity R(ω) can be obtained. As
can be seen from Figure 3, at the absorption onset, the
absorption of GaAs is similar to that of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy;
however, the GaAs absorption is much stronger when
the photon energy increases. Their tendencies are in
correspondence to the imaginary parts. In addition, the



















Figure 3 Absorption coefficient and refractive index. The absorption coefficient α(ω) and refractive index n(ω) of GaAs (black lines) and
GaAs1-x-yNxBiy (red lines) with x =1/32, y =1/16.
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Figure 2 The real (a) and imaginary parts (b) of dielectric function where the black lines represent GaAs and the red lines
represent GaAsNBi.
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tion peak of GaAs is at 1.49 eV, close to the band gap
1.51 eV. The electronic transition between the valance
band and conduction band is more likely to occur in
GaAs1-x-yNxBiy, and it is known that the transition will
be reflected in the optical properties, so the doping of Bi
and N caused the change of the optical properties.
The refractive index shows an appreciable value
in low-energy region and a considerable reduction in
high-energy region. Besides, the static refractive index
value of GaAs is 3.56, which is in good agreement with
the experimental data 3.30 [12]. The static refractive
index value of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy which is 5.46, lager than
the value of GaAs, represents more rays that can be
accessed into GaAs1-x-yNxBiy than GaAs.
For GaAs1-x-yNxBiy, with the incorporation of N and
Bi, the absorption coefficient α(ω), refractive index n(ω),
and reflectivity R(ω) are all obviously redshifted. The
values of energy loss function and reflectivity also have
been obtained, as shown in Figure 4. Energy loss func-
tion defines the energy loss of the electrons passing
between bands. The peak of energy loss function is
related to plasma frequency, above which the material
behaves like dielectric while below which the material
exhibits the metallic property [13]. Compare to GaAs,
the peak value of energy loss function of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy is
obviously smaller, which means that GaAs1-x-yNxBiy has
much less energy loss. So it can be concluded that energy











Figure 4 The energy loss function L(ω) and reflectivity R(ω) of GaAs (the peak of the energy loss spectra also corresponds to
the trailing edges in the reflection spectra [14]. The
value of reflectivity of GaAs is appreciable in low-
energy region and decreases with the increment of the
photon energy, which is consistent with the change of
the value of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy.
The properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different Bi (or N)
composition
In order to better understand the influence of N and Bi
composition, the properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with differ-
ent Bi compositions or different N compositions have been
calculated respectively. According to the Hume-Rothery
size rule, the total concentration of N and Bi which we
calculated is limited within 25%.
As can be seen from Figure 5, with the increase of the
concentration of Bi, the band gap of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy has
a significant reduction. And when the concentration
reaches to 5/32, the band gap reduction becomes satu-
rated. The same as Figure 5, with the increase of the
concentration of N, the band gap of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy also
decreases greatly in Figure 6, and Figure 6e,f,g shows
that when the concentration of N increases to 5/32, the
band gap of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy also becomes zero, and the
quaternary alloys exhibit metallic alloy. In addition,
DOSs changes of different doping configurations are
consistent with those of the band structures.
The absorption coefficient α(ω), refractive index
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Figure 5 The band structures of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different Bi compositions. x =1/32; (a). y =1/32; (b). y =1/16; (c). y =3/32; (d). y =1/8;
(e). y =5/32; (f). y =3/16; (g). y =7/32.
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in Figure 7; with the increase of Bi composition, they all
have redshift except energy loss function L(ω). The value
of absorption coefficient α(ω), refractive index n(ω), and
reflectivity R(ω) for GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different Bi
compositions are appreciable in low-energy region. In
addition, it can be seen that when the Bi composition
reaches 1/16, the optical properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy have
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Figure 6 The band structures of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different N comp
(e). x =5/32; (f). x =3/16; (g). x =7/32.means that Bi composition have less effects on the optical
properties after reach a certain degree.
Figure 8 shows the absorption coefficient α(ω), refract-
ive index n(ω), energy loss function L(ω), and reflectivity
R(ω) of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different N compositions.
The same as Figure 6, with the increase of N compos-
ition, they also have redshift except energy loss function
L(ω). The value of absorption coefficient α(ω), refractive
index n(ω), and reflectivity R(ω) for GaAs1-x-yNxBiy withZZZZ QQ
d) (e) (f) (g)
ifferent N composition
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Figure 7 α(ω), n(ω), L(ω), R(ω) of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different Bi compositions.
Figure 8 α(ω), n(ω), L(ω), R(ω) of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy with different N compositions.
Ma et al. Nanoscale Research Letters 2014, 9:580 Page 7 of 8
http://www.nanoscalereslett.com/content/9/1/580
Ma et al. Nanoscale Research Letters 2014, 9:580 Page 8 of 8
http://www.nanoscalereslett.com/content/9/1/580different N compositions are appreciable in low-energy
region. Furthermore, it can be seen that, when the N com-
position between 1/16 and 1/8, the optical properties of
GaAs1-x-yNxBiy have minor changes with the augment of
N composition, which means that N composition has less
of an effect on the optical properties in this range. When
the N composition reaches 5/32, the curves of L(ω) and
R(ω) have some abnormal changes; this may be caused by
the metallic properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy quaternary alloys
when the concentration of N achieves to 5/32. In general,
both Bi and N have significant impact on the electronic
and optical properties.
Conclusions
In summary, the effects of N and Bi incorporation on
the electronic and optical properties of GaAs have been
systematically studied based on the first-principles calcu-
lations. GaAs1-x-yNxBiy alloy with the ratio y/x =1.718
lattice-matched to GaAs.
(i) With the incorporation of N and Bi into GaAs, the
band gap of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy lattice-matched to GaAs
has a significant reduction. It is found that N doping
mainly contributes to the conduction band and Bi
doping mainly contributes to the valence band.
(ii) The optical properties of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy
lattice-matched to GaAs have also been calculated.
It can be seen from the dielectric function that when
the photon energy is close to 1 eV, the real and image
part are both near the turning point in the rise and
fall. That means the wavelength corresponding to 1
eV is far away from the resonance absorption area.
In addition, from the calculated results of optical
properties, more rays can be accessed into GaAs1-x-yNx-
Biy than GaAs and GaAs1-x-yNxBiy has less energy loss.
(iii) The effects of different Bi and N compositions on
the electronic and optical properties have also been
systematically studied, including the band structure,
absorption coefficient, reflectivity, refractive index,
and energy loss function. The calculated results
indicate the significant change induced by the
incorporation of Bi and N.
It is believed that our calculated results will be useful for
the device applications of GaAs1-x-yNxBiy quaternary alloys
especially in optoelectronic devices such as solid-state
lasers, high-efficiency multijunction solar cells, and so on.
Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Authors’ contributions
XYM carried out the calculations and wrote the most part of the article. DCL
supervised the calculations and contributed to the writing of the article. SZZ,
GQL, and KJY have polished the articles. All authors read and approved the
final manuscript.Acknowledgements
This work is partially supported by the National Science Foundation of China
(21173134, 61078031) and the open project of Infrared Imaging Materials
and Devices Laboratory of Chinese Academy of Sciences (IIMDKFJJ-12-07).
Received: 2 September 2014 Accepted: 11 October 2014
Published: 18 October 2014
References
1. Miyamoto T, Takeuchi K, Koyama F, Iga K: A novel GaInNAs-GaAs
quantum-well structure for long-wavelength semiconductor lasers.
IEEE Photonics Technol Lett 1997, 9:1448.
2. Fahrettin S, Omer D, Kamuran K, Ayse E, Elif A, Arıkan MÇ, Hajer M,
Alexandre A, Chantal F: Bismuth-induced effects on optical, lattice
vibrational, and structural properties of bulk GaAsBi alloys. Nanoscale Res
Lett 2014, 9:119.
3. Friedman DJ, Geisz JF, Kurtz SR, Olson JM: 1 eV solar cells with GaInNAs
active layer. J Cryst Growth 1998, 195:409.
4. Geisz JF, Friedman DJ, Olson JM, Kurtz SR, Keyes BM: Photocurrent of 1 eV
GaInNAs lattice-matched to GaAs. J Cryst Growth 1998, 195:401.
5. Othman M, Kasap E, Korozlu N: Ab-initio investigation of structural,
electronic and optical properties of InxGa1−xAs, GaAs1−yPy ternary and
InxGa1−xAs1−yPy quaternary semiconductor alloys. J Alloy Compd 2010,
496:226–233.
6. Janotti A, Wei S-H, Zhang SB: Theoretical study of the effects of isovalent
coalloying of Bi and N in GaAs. Phys Rev B 2002, 65:115203.
7. Kurtz SR, Allerman AA, Jones ED, Gee JM, Banas JJ, Hammons BE: InGaAsN
solar cells with 1.0 eV band gap, lattice matched to GaAs. Appl Phys Lett
1999, 74:729.
8. Li D, Yang M, Cai Y, Zhao S, Feng Y: First principles study of the ternary
complex model of EL2 defect in GaAs saturable absorber. Opt Express
2012, 20:6258.
9. Li D, Yang M, Zhao S, Cai Y, Yunhao L, Bai Z, Feng Y: First-principles study
of the effect of BiGa heteroantisites in GaAs: Bi alloy. Comp Mater Sci
2012, 63:178–181.
10. Li D, Yang M, Zhao S, Cai Y, Feng Y: First principles study of Bismuth
alloying effects in GaAs saturable absorber. Opt Express 2012, 20:11574.
11. Moore WJ, Holm RT: Infrared dielectric constant of gallium arsenide.
J Appl Phys 1996, 80:6939.
12. Blakemore JS: Semiconducting and other major properties of gallium
arsenide. J Appl Phys 1982, 53:R123.
13. Marton L: Conference on quantum interactions of the free electron. Rev
Mod Phys 1956, 28:171.
14. Wang Q, Yan Y, Ren X, Shu W, Jia Z, Zhang X, Huang Y: The electronic
optical properties of quaternary BxGa1-xAs1-ySby alloys with low boron
concentration: a first-principles study. J Alloy Compd 2013, 563:18–21.
doi:10.1186/1556-276X-9-580
Cite this article as: Ma et al.: The electronic and optical properties of
quaternary GaAs1-x-yNxBiy alloy lattice-matched to GaAs: a first-principles
study. Nanoscale Research Letters 2014 9:580.Submit your manuscript to a 
journal and beneﬁ t from:
7 Convenient online submission
7 Rigorous peer review
7 Immediate publication on acceptance
7 Open access: articles freely available online
7 High visibility within the ﬁ eld
7 Retaining the copyright to your article
    Submit your next manuscript at 7 springeropen.com
